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group felt that certain preliminary tasks had to be completed first.
For example, the group needs to conduct some research into
existing mission statements of Chicano Studies programs.  The
research process must also include conferring with Chicano Stud-
ies faculty and students and also surveying the work of current
librarians and archivists in academic libraries that support Chi-
cano Studies departments.  Chicano library collection standards
must apply not only to the actual book collections, but they must
also establish criteria for evaluating library facilities, materials
budgets, professional staffing, archival collections, access ser-
vices, and a whole arena of academic library concerns.  With the
explosion of technological services and products, library stan-
dards must now take into account the creation of electronic data-
bases, digital library collections, and the training of students and
staff in this age of information technology.

The group expects to meet every year at NACCS to con-
tinue its work.  We welcome all NACCS librarians to join us.
Please contact Kathryn Blackmer Reyes if you’d like to help.
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Muy agradecida.  That was quite an inspiration just to hear.
Each of those credits reminds me of all the dishwashing and the
sweeping and the mopping that went on behind the scenes to pro-
duce that work.  So, it’s so nice to hear it as a tribute from the
other side.  Thank you so much, Julia.

I also want to thank the current NACCS leadership and all
those of you who are doing the dishwashing and the planning and
all of the infrastructural work that's necessary to keep things
going in Chicana/o studies around the country.  Part of the beauty
of our scholarship is that we think getting our hands dirty is all

A group of nine academic librarians met at NACCS  Tucson
to discuss the development of library standards for the establish-
ment and evaluation of Chicano academic library collections.
The roundtable was facilitated by Kathy Blackmer Reyes from
California State University, Sacramento, and Ninfa Almance
Trejo from the University of Arizona. Other librarians attending
were:  Rafaela Castro, Lillian Castillo-Speed, Susana Hinojosa,
Diana Rivera, Margo Gutierrez, Romelia Salinas, and Rhonda
Rios-Kravitz.  There was consensus among the group that there is
a serious need for professional academic standards that may be
applied to the development and evaluation of library collections
used to support instruction, academic programs, and degrees
granted in Chicano Studies departments.  The goals of the group
are to write the library collection standards and to evaluate exist-
ing Chicano Studies library collections. 

In order to reach these goals several immediate objec-
tives were established. Before Chicano library collection stan-
dards can be written, something never before accomplished, the

Five Scholars: 
Jorge Huerta, 
Cordelia Candelaria,
Cherrie Moraga, 
Tey Diana Rebolledo,
and Rudy Acuña.

[The following is the tran-
scription of the acceptance
speeches by the 2001
NACCS Scholars, Cordelia
Candelaria and Cherríe
Moraga.  Both scholars
were introduced, Cordelia
by Julia Curry Rodriguez,
and Cherríe by Jorge Huer-
ta, 1997 NACCS Scholar,
with portions of their letters
of support read to the audi-
ence.]

Cordelia Candelaria

NACCS Scholars, 2001 continued on page 10
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NACCS PUBLICATIONS
____ Expanding Raza World Views: Sexuality and Regionalism.
Selected proceedings, 1995. Adaljiza Sosa-Riddell, Manuel de
Jesús Hernández, and Guadalupe San Miguel, eds. $15.00. 
____ Mapping Strategies: NACCS and the Challenge of Multiple
(RE) Oppressions. Selected proceedings, 1993. María Antonia
Beltrán-Vocal and Manuel de Jesús Hernández-Gutiérrez, eds.
$15.00 
____ Chicano Discourse: Selected Proceedings of the National
Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies, 1986 & 1987.
Tatcho Mindiola, Jr., and Emilio Zamora, eds.  (Proceedings
from both the 1986 El Paso and 1987 Salt Lake City Annual
Conferences.)  $10.00

____ Community Empowerment and Chicano Scholarship: Select-
ed Proceedings of the National Association for Chicana and
Chicano Studies, 1989. Mary Romero and Cordelia Candelar-
ia, eds.  (Proceedings from the 1989 NACCS 17th Annual Con-
ference held in Los Angeles, California.)  $10.00
____ Chicano Studies: Critical Connections Between Research
and Community.  Teresa Córdova, ed.  (A special volume by the
NACCS Political Action Committee, 1992.)  $5.00
____ Estudios Chicanos and the Politics of Community: Selected
Proceedings of the National Association for Chicana and Chi-
cano Studies, 1988. Mary Romero and Cordelia Candelaria,
eds.  (Proceedings from the 16th annual NACCS conference held
in Boulder, Colorado.  Limited number.)  $10.00

SHIPPING NAME AND ADDRESS:
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Subtotal: ______________________________________________
CA and NC add tax ____________________________________
Shipping & Handling ___________________________________
(add $3.00 for first bk., $.50 for each addt'l) ____________________
Total Amount Enclosed: __________________________________

SEND ORDER TO:  NACCS Business Office
P.O. Box 720052
San Jose, CA  95172-0052

CHARGE PAYMENTS:
__________ Visa __________ MasterCard
Card Number:________________________________________
Expiration Date : ___________

Signature (mandatory): ________________________________

DO NOT SEND CASH.
Make checks payable to NACCS.
Note to librarians: Purchase orders accepted.

“Esfumaciones”by Lorenzo Herrera y Lozano

A la vera de palabras 
Vanos presagios 
Elogiados por la espalda
Embriagados por la cotización
Esfumaciones  
Asciende ella volatizada 
Entre manos azotadas 
Entonados por la pauta 
De una nueva vieja revolución 

La desidia de un mar de sentimientos
Dictados por insomnio 
Y la cautela de una procesión 

Emitidas de principio a fin 
Una tormenta de palabras
Contra el sosiego de la evolución 

Auspiciando el llamado del momento 
Declarados contra el estorbo 
La distancia entre cada ser 

Desamarse por amarse entre el estero 
Otra escoria que desarma 
La lucha aztlana de piel café 

Si el esmero es limpio y de corazón 
Es vano sin saber quién eres 
Y quién soy yo 

Al fin que el seno, el lirio, 
El surco y el aguijón 
Se fusiona cada cual 
Bajo el mismo nubarrón 
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Statement from the
NACCS Ex-officio

by Yolanda Chávez Leyva, Ph.D.

I would like to welcome Rhonda Rios Kravitz, 
Northern California foco representative, as the new 
general coordinator of NACCS and Carlos Guerrero,
Southern California foco representative, as the chair-
elect. In addition, I would like to welcome the new CC
members:  Jaime Garcia of the Tejas foco; Ramona 
Ortega and Mari Castaneda Paredes of the East Coast
foco; Alejandra Elenas of the Rocky Mountain foco; 
Gloria Montano, Undergraduate Student representative;
Heather Hathaway Miranda, Graduate Student represen-
tative; and, Jose A. Ibarra-Virgen and Ernesto Javier 
Martinez of the Joto Caucus.

I look forward to working with them and the other
Coordinating Committee members in the coming year.

Following the successful annual conference hosted by
the University of Arizona’s Mexican American Studies and
Research Center in Tucson, the Coordinating Committee
has continued to work on issues of importance to NACCS.  

Several items of interest include the following:

1. NACCS and the Chicano Studies Research Center
at UCLA have formed a working partnership to make
available a Chicana/Chicano Studies directory.  The direc-
tory will eventually be available on the web pages of both
NACCS and CSRC.

2. We are working on both a conference handbook and
a membership handbook.  These handbooks will allow us
to organize and centralize the important information and
policies, which have evolved over the years.

3. We continue to move towards a national office,
which would handle many of our organizational affairs.

4. Finally, we continue to work on the publication of
conference proceedings.

I would like to thank Dr. Adela de la Torre and the 
Tucson site committee for their hard work on the 2001
conference. Raquel Rubio Goldsmith did an exemplary job
as program chair.  I heard many compliments during the
conference and these compliments reflected the many
months of work, which the site committee members dedi-
cated to NACCS.

Lastly, I would like to thank the membership for 
the opportunity to serve as General Coordinator the 
previous year. It has been a challenging year and one that
I will not forget.

The 8th Premio Aztlán literary prize has been awarded to
César A. González-T. and Phyllis S. Morgan for A Sense of
Place: Rudolfo A. Anaya: An Annotated Bio-bibliography,
published by the Ethnic Studies Library Publications Unit at
the University of California, Berkeley. The 2000 award 
winner was judged an outstanding work in the field of bio-
bibliography.  A prize of $1,000 each will be awarded to the
authors at a presentation at the Zimmerman Library at the 
University of New Mexico on March 22, 2001.

The Premio Aztlán, a national literary prize, was estab-
lished in 1993 to nurture and reward writers from the 
Chicano/a community.  Past winners include Denise Chávez,
Pat Mora, Sergio Troncoso, Alicia Gaspar de Alba, Norma
Cantú and Wendell Mayo.

César González is Professor Emeritus and founding chair
of Chicano Studies at San Diego Mesa College.  He is both a
scholar and a widely published poet.  In 1993 he was the recip-
ient of the César Chávez Social Justice Award.  He is an NEA
Humanities scholar whose research led to the publication of
Rudolfo A. Anaya: Focus on Criticism (1990), a first in the
study of critical work on a Chicano author.

Phyllis Morgan is an information specialist, research 
analyst, reference librarian, and educator.  Her major research
and writing interest is in the compilation of bibliographies, 
primarily on subjects related to the American Southwest.
Among her works is a well-received bibliography on the works
of Fray Angélico Chávez.  She holds degrees from Ohio State
University, Purdue University, and the University of Arizona.

Both authors were somewhat surprised to hear of the
award, especially since the book is not a work of fiction.  The
Premio Aztlán judges, however, were especially pleased to
award this prize for the first time in bibliography. They said
that little attention has been paid in the past to those scholars
and librarians who work tirelessly to bring attention to Chi-
cano/a writers. González and Morgan have not only added a
groundbreaking work to the canon of Chicano/a literature, but
they have set a standard for future bibliographies in the field.

The 324-page bibliography is the most complete chronicle
of the writings of Rudolfo Anaya, the world's most celebrated
Chicano author.  It contains almost 1100 fully annotated cita-
tions covering Anaya's literary production as well as commen-
tary on it from 1972 to 1997.  The book also contains author,
title and subject indexes, a chronology of Anaya's career, as
well as a lengthy essay by César González on the significance
of Anaya's work.

Bibliographers Win 
Chicano Literary Prize
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José Ibarra-Virgen, 
J O T O  C A U C U S  ( E X T E R N A L  C O - C H A I R )

José Ibarra-Virgen received his BA in Community Studies
at the University of California, Santa Cruz. His interests are 
primarily to work with Latino Youth, empowering them (by
encouraging them to pursue higher education). He was also
active with the queer community on campus and did work on
how Latinos are sexually glorified in films.  José Ibarra-Virgen
has been part of NACCS since 1998 (Mexico City) were he also
joined the Joto Caucus. At the Portland conference, he became
the internal co-chair of the caucus. Starting in Fall 2001, he will
be attending San Jose State University, pursuing an MA in Mex-
ican-American Studies.

Ernesto Javier Martínez, 
J O T O  C A U C U S  ( I N T E R N A L  C O - C H A I R )

Ernesto Javier Martínez is a Chicano-riqueño and was 
born and raised in Oakland, California. He received his B.A. 
in English literature (with Honors) from Stanford University in
1998. That same year, he was the winner of the Cervantes Pre-
mio for Best Undergraduate Paper (awarded in Mexico City)
and the Ernesto Galarza Prize for Chicano Research at Stanford
University. He is currently a Ph.D. student in English literature
at Cornell University, where he is specializing in critical theory,
Latina/o literature, and gay and lesbian studies.

Jaime H. García, 
T E J A S  F O C O  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

Jaime H. García is assistant professor in the Curriculum 
and Instruction at The University of Texas at Brownsville.  He
teaches courses in educational psychology and diversity issues
in education.  Dr. García's research include examination of con-
ceptions of race in México and the United States, diversity
issues, and cognitive abilities among bilingual persons.

Mari Castañeda Paredes, 
E A S T  C O A S T  F O C O  C O - R E P R E S E N TAT I V E  

Mari Castañeda Paredes is an Assistant Professor in the
Communication Department at the University of Massachusetts
Amherst.  Her areas of interest include political-economy,
transnational communication policy, media history, and Mexi-
can/Latin American telecommunications development. Professor
Paredes is currently working on a manuscript that includes the
history of electronics maquiladoras on the U.S.-Mexico border
and their role in the emerging digital media market. 

New Coordinating Committee Members

Gloria Montaño, 
S T U D E N T  C A U C U S  C O - C H A I R

The new Student Caucus Co-Chair is Gloria Montaño, who
received her BA in May 2001 in Mexican American Studies and
Spanish from the University of Arizona.  Originally from Arling-
ton, AZ she plans to pursue an MA in Mexican American Studies
and hopes to pursue a Ph.D. in Ethnic Studies or Higher Education.  

Heather Ana Hathaway, 
G R A D U AT E  S T U D E N T  C A U C U S  C H A I R

The new Graduate Student Caucus Representative is Heather
Ana Hathaway Miranda, a doctoral student at Michigan State
University in the Department of Family and Child Ecology.  A
Family Studies major and Chicano/Latino Studies minor with a
Masters degree in Child Development from MSU and Bachelors
in Spanish from University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, she is
originally from the Chicago area.  Her areas of research interest
include migrant farm-workers, immigrant Latinas/os, Latina/o
youth violence and gang participation, and Mexican/Mexican
American/Chicana/o families and children.

C. Alejandra Elenes, 
R O C K Y  M O U N TA I N  F O C O  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

C. Alejandra Elenes is Associate Professor of Women's Studies at
Arizona State University West.  She maintains an interest in Chi-
cana/o Cultural Studies and Education with special emphasis on
borderlands theories and Chicana/Mexican feminist pedagogies.
She has published articles in journals such as Frontiers, Educa-
tional Theory, and Feminist Teacher. She guest-edited a special
issue on Chicana Feminist Pedagogies for the International 
Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education. Additionally, she has
contributed chapters to books on Latin American studies, educa-
tion and poststructuralism, and Chicana cultural studies. Her
research has also appeared in the NACCS proceedings Expanding
Raza World Views:  Sexuality and Regionalism.  Currently, she is
finishing the manuscript for her book Transforming Borders: 
Chicana/o Popular Culture and Pedagogy.

Vice Chair Ballot Outcome
We received a total of 130 ballots from 453 ballots mailed. 

For the resolution to pass it needed a 2/3 majority of the ballots
received by the June 1, 2001 postmark date.

Yes: 123    No: 1    Unmarked: 2   *Disqualified: 4
Resolution passes.

*Disqualification of a ballot was due to no postmark and/or received 
after the postmarked deadline.  These ballots were not tabulated.
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NACCS Honors Cervantes
Premio Winners

Graduate Recipient, Elizabeth de la Portilla,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

“La planta es la vida: Plants and Curanderismo
on San Antonio’s Westside”

Elizabeth credits her grandmother for her interest in curan-
derismo and in ethnobotany.  As a child she used to follow her
around in her garden as she named the different plants and how
they were used.  The stories she and the other abuelos told of the
Revolution and their flight to Tejas came back to her  when she
began to formulate questions on conflict and identity. Curan-
derismo is one way to examine the relationship between conflict
and identity formation.  Curandera/os, in their role as cultural
authorities, work to strengthen the ties between individuals, tradi-
tion, and community.  

Anthropology has given her the tools and language to under-
stand this process and to talk about its deep beauty and complex-
ity. Currently she is in the final stages of doctoral work at the
University of  Michigan, and  writing her dissertation.  Though
raised in Corpus Christi, San Antonio is her home and where her
research is based.   Elizabeth will be joining the faculty at UT
San Antonio next Fall where she has been offered a joint post in
Mexican-American studies and Anthropology. 

Undergraduate Recipient, Yvette Saavedra,
Pitzer College 

“Chicana Schism: The Relationship 
between Chicana Feminists and 

Chicana Feminist Lesbians”
Yvette was born into a working-class, traditional family in

Huntington Park, California.  After graduating from Pomona
Catholic High School in 1996, she was admitted to Pitzer Col-
lege in Claremont.  While at Pitzer she received a BA in History
and Chicano Studies.  Due to the excellent opportunities of the
Claremont College Consortium, Yvette was able to work closely
with faculty in different facets of Chicano/a Studies. Chicano/a
Studies courses presented issues of race, class, and gender in a
way she had never studied before.  Although these issues were of
importance to her, she felt that there was something missing, the
component of sexuality. It was this lack of representation of Chi-
cana/Latina lesbians that prompted Yvette to begin researching
this area.  Her desire to study Chicana lesbians and their relations
to Chicano culture stemmed from wanting to learn more about
her culture and herself. 

“Chicana Schism: The Relationship Between Chicana Femi-
nists and Chicana Feminist Lesbians” was not only Yvette’s
senior thesis, but also the foundation for future graduate work
she strongly desires to pursue.

by Andrea Romero

NACCS has received funding to put together an 
educational pipeline handbook and website based on the
roundtables that have occurred at the past two national con-
ferences.  The handbook should be ready for distribution at
the next NACCS conference in 2002.  I am working on the
handbook along with Julia Curry-Rodriguez and a research
assistant here at University of Arizona (he or she has not
been hired yet, so I don't have a name).  The funding is for
$5,000 and is from the Commission on Ethnic Minority
Recruitment and Retention from the American Psychologi-
cal Association.  

If you have any questions please contact me:

Andrea J. Romero, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Mexican American Studies 
and Research Center
University of Arizona
Economics Building Room 208
Tucson, AZ 85721

phone: (520)626-8137
fax: (520) 621-7551
e-mail:
romeroa@u.arizona.edu

NACCS to Assemble 
Educational Handbooks

UN I V E R S I T Y O F CA L I F O R N I A

Santa Barbara

The Department of Sociology invites applications for a junior-

rank tenure-track position in quantitative methodologies to

begin in Fall, 2002. We welcome applicants in any substantive

field. We seek candidates for the junior faculty who have

demonstrated potential for an outstanding and creative

research and teaching career. Ph.D. expected by July 2002.

Applicants must submit a letter of interest, curriculum vitae, 

3 letters of reference, and examples of written work. 

All applications should be postmarked no later than 

September 30, 2001. 

Send all materials to Search Committee Chair, 

Department of Sociology, University of California-Santa Barbara,

Santa Barbara, CA 93106.  

The University of California-Santa Barbara is an Equal Oppor-

tunity/Affirmative Action Employer committed to 

excellence through diversity.
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by Gerardo Arenas, Outgoing Graduate Student Caucus Chair

At the NACCS national meeting in Tucson, the Graduate
Student Caucus discussed the purpose of the Caucus.  Those that
had been present in the past years shared what the reasons they
felt were important to have a forum at NACCS to address issues
affecting grad students.  As up-and-coming scholars within
NACCS, we would like to have a say in what direction the Asso-
ciation and for that matter Chicana/o Studies is heading.  We
emphasized that since we are still a new group we need to reach
out to other students as well as continue dialogue using the list-
serv.  Finally, we elected a new Chair.

Graduate Student Caucus Lesbian Caucus
by Karleen Pendleton-Jiménez, Lesbian Caucus Chair

After a decade of attending NACCS, it is clear to me that
Tucson 2001 was the site of the most visible and most vocal
lesbian presence ever.  Nobody left this desert conference with-
out the smell of night flowers across their skin nor without
knowing that lesbians and lesbian scholarship are strong com-
ponents of NACCS.  We were center-stage participants on pan-
els and plenaries, in cultural arts performances, award cere-
monies, focos, and caucuses, on the coordinating committee, at
the baile, the pool, and in the hallways.

Chicana Caucus

by Kathryn Blackmer Reyes, Chicana Caucus Chair

The Chicana Caucus was scheduled to only meet once on
Saturday afternoon, instead of the traditional two times, and the
one meeting would have been after the deadline for resolution
submissions.  So I scheduled an emergency meeting on Wednes-
day evening to allow those members present to discuss possible
resolution ideas. I want to thank all the women that showed up on
Wednesday evening to meet.  It was a very impromptu meeting
and fortunately we got a lot of work done.  We discussed 
several issues that became part of our resolution (see resolutions).

The Chicana Plenary was a success.  Paula Moya, Cherríe
Moraga, and Yendi Castillo gave magnificent presentations. I want
to again thank Karleen and the Lesbian Caucus for their contribu-
tion to the plenary. I also thank Deborah Mata who was our 
caucus representative on the site for her contribution and work.

The awards presentation that same night was also fantastic.
The Cervantes recipients were both women. The undergraduate
recipient was Yvette Saavedra, Pitzer College, and the graduate
recipient was Elizabeth de la Portilla, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor.  And of course our NACCS Scholars were excellent.
Our nominee, Cordelia Candelaria, and Cherríe Moraga had
some wonderful comments and are published in the newsletter.

As for our Saturday meeting, we elected our chair-elect,

María Beltrán-Vocal from DePaul University, Midwest FOCO,
and also our chair-chair-elect, María Soldatenko, Pomona 
College, Southern California FOCO.  The women at the Satur-
day meeting did not want to turn either one down but a vote
needed to be taken.  Fortunately for us María Soldatenko 
agreed to become the next chair after María Beltrán-Vocal.

As part of the resolution we submitted, next year's confer-
ence theme will be on Chicanas.  It is our plan to submit as
many panels as possible as the Chicana Caucus.  Maria S. and 
I will be working on this, but Maria S. will take the lead.  We
also discussed some possible topics and speakers for next year's 
plenary. Possible speakers recommended were Ana Juarez, 
Alma Lopez, and Margaret Montoya.  We're off to a great start.

We usually select an editorial board candidate but no 
selection for this year’s proceedings will be needed. The 2000
proceedings will be taken care of by Julia Curry Rodriguez,
Michael Hames-Garcia, and myself.  Raul Coronado, along with
Louis Mendoza and Ada, have also been working on changing
the format of the publications committee.  

Finally, the resolution.  The majority of the resolution was
passed within the consent agenda.  The one item that needed to
be passed by the membership was the request for funding a pro-
fessional staff to staff the safe space. After a brief presentation
on my part, no questions or discussion followed and the resolu-
tion past successfully. 

Again, my thanks to all you helped me this year.  I look 
forward to another productive year, my last as Chair. 

Joto Caucus
by Raúl Coronado, Jr., Outgoing Joto Caucus Representative

It’s a cool, sunny, summer morning here in San Francisco,
and I’ve put my dissertation to the side for the moment in order
to focus on my outgoing report as Co-chair of the NACCS Joto
Caucus (anything to distract me from that dissertation!).  I’ve just
completed my tenure as External Co-Chair of the Joto Caucus
(the External Co-chair represents the caucus on the NACCS
Coordinating Committee).

Cherrie Moraga, Paula Moya, and Yendi Castillo

Caucus Reports
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I’ve been tooling around with this report for quite some time.
A draft was written last year and circulated on the Joto Caucus
listserv.  My intent was to provide some basic history and infor-
mation on the Joto Caucus.  Few of us NACCS members know
little about the history or status of many of the NACCS caucuses,
so I thought this tidbit of history would be useful to the organiza-
tion.  This isn’t meant to be an exhaustive history.  As you’ll be
able to tell, it’s very much a history from my perspective.  Other
Joto Caucus members, I’m sure, will have different versions to
tell.  Perhaps we could have them submit letters to the NACCS
Noticias editor.

I.  Who are we? Graduate and undergraduate students have
provided the energy and direction to the caucus since its incep-
tion.  Several graduate students have received their doctorates in
recent years and now comprise the small, but growing, number of
professors in the Joto Caucus.  Most of the members work within
the areas of literary and cultural studies, others work in history,
library and information science, and art criticism.

II.  History. The idea of the Joto Caucus emerged during
the 1992 San Antonio conference.  I was twenty years old, a
member of the feminist and queer-friendly MEChA at UT Austin,
and was attending my first NACCS conference.  Deborah Vargas
(former chair of the Lesbian Caucus) and Sandra K. Soto were
then undergraduate Mechistas at UT as well, and had told me of
the recently created Lesbian Caucus.  Naturally, I was quite excit-
ed at the idea of meeting other queer Chicanas/os.  But to my dis-
appointment, there was no scheduled meeting for a gay male cau-
cus.  Don’t get me wrong.  There were many queer Chicanos at
that conference.  That was also the year that Tomás Almaguer and
Ramón Gutiérrez were on a panel on Chicano masculinity.

I didn’t want to miss the opportunity of meeting with other
queer Chicanos in a more formal setting.  So while no one was
looking, I placed a sign on the notice board asking, “Where are
all the jotos?” and announced a meeting.  Although it was not
advertised in the program, about ten men showed up.  There were
several professors, including Almaguer, Gutiérrez, and the late
Salvador del Pino (who always supported the Joto Caucus and
attended the caucus meetings on a regular basis).  During the
meeting, we decided to create a queer/joto caucus and agreed on
the acronym NALGAA (National Association of Latino Gay Aca-
demics and Activists).  Dennis Medina, then at the Smithsonian
Institute who was about to enter the graduate History program at
UT Austin, suggested NALGAA.  The acronym had originally
been used by the National Association of Latina/o Gay Activists,
which would become National LLEGO (the National Latina/o
Lesbian and Gay Organization).

The following year, at the 1993 San Jose conference, a criti-
cal number of queer Chicanos attended the conference.  This
time, however, the group was comprised of primarily graduate
students and undergraduates.  We developed a resolution to estab-
lish NALGAA as the queer caucus; it passed that year.  We met
as an official caucus during the 1995 conference in Chicago
(there was no conference held in 1994).  At the 1995 conference
the NACCS Coordinating Committee asked us to clarify our
acronym (as the National Association of Latino Gay Academics
and Activists, they wanted to know if we were an independent

organization affiliated with NACCS).  To avoid confusion, the
caucus decided to change its name to the Joto Caucus.

III.  Organizational Structure. From 1995 to about 1998
the caucus focused mostly on developing our organizational
structure.  We began with an elaborate structure (with historian,
secretary, co-chairs, etc.) and have found that having two co-
chairs works best.  Since Mexico City we have streamlined the
caucus to two co-chairs:  an internal and external co-chair.  The
internal co-chair is responsible for business within the caucus
(generating panels, discussions via the listserv, facilitating meet-
ings during the conference, etc.); the external co-chair represents
the Joto Caucus on the Coordinating Committee.  They each
serve for two years with staggered positions to ensure continuity.

IV.  What do we offer?  The Joto Caucus is probably the
only place where people interested in researching Chicano queer
sexuality can come together and not only share our ideas but also
develop an intellectual community.  This is crucial:  considering
that all active members joined as undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents the NACCS Joto Caucus is helping to foster the second
generation of queer Chicano scholars (several former graduate
students are now assistant professors).  Along with organizing
roundtables, panels, and being invited to give the keynote speech,
members of the Joto Caucus have also co-sponsored official
social mixers and roundtables with the Lesbian Caucus.

V.  Challenges and Future Goals. The Joto Caucus has
been very successful in generating a sense of community and
belonging for queer Chicanos in NACCS.  I’m curious, however,
why tenured professors who once expressed interest in the caucus
are no longer members.  This, to me, seems to be a major missed
opportunity for both established faculty and emerging scholars.
This is what the Chicana Caucus and Lesbian Caucus has done
rather successfully.  Professors are actively involved in those 
caucuses, which provides student members not only with mentors
but with the ability to understand the history of their respective
caucuses and of feminist and queer critique within NACCS.  Joto
Caucus members have had to rely on their own relatively young
experiences.  Don’t get me wrong, we’ve been quite successful.
This relates to another problem:  retention and continuity.  We
have no problem attracting 10-20 men to our meetings.  Great
ideas are generated, the excitement is palpable, but inevitably the
same guys will not return.  This is usually because the attendees
tend to be from the conference site’s region.  Money, time, and
career decisions are impediments to the development of a strong-
er caucus (students don’t have adequate funding to attend the
conference every year and most undergraduates graduate and
decide to not pursue academia as a career).  There are about three
to four of us who are actively involved in the Joto Caucus.  But
many of us have other responsibilities within NACCS (Foco rep,
chair of proceedings committee), so this prevents us from focus-
ing all of our energies on the caucus.  With time, this will change
for the better, I hope.  Many of us have received our doctorates,
are now professors, and are gaining more experience in the work-
ings of academic organizations.  We may be gaining experience
as emerging scholars, but, more than anything, the caucus has
created a space for us to grow as a community of scholars and 
as friends.

Caucus Reports continued
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There have been times that actions taken from the NACCS
Coordinating Committee and the general body membership have
caused others frustration and pain.  Many, indeed, have left
NACCS due to such actions.  While the current Coordinating
Committee cannot undue past wrongs or speak to the motivations
or presence or absence of remorse on the part of past Coordinat-
ing Committees and members, we would like to extend our
apologies to those whom NACCS has wronged.  We apologize for
our contradictions, our sexism, our homophobia, and our 
lapses of good judgement.  

We see this move as an opportunity to bring back some of
our members.  NACCS is at a turning point, and we realize that
many who have left have contributed greatly to the growth of this
association.

NACCS has always attempted to correct wrongs.  In the early
years of the association, women dealt with a sexist environment.
In response, the Chicana Caucus was established and the “Sexual
Harassment Statement” developed.  Finally, in Austin in 1986, the
NACCS national meeting focused on Chicanas for the first time.
It took almost 14 years for the association to acknowledge the
works and contributions of Chicanas.  Even though NACCS and
our leadership have not totally removed sexism and sexist activity
from our association, an important foundation has been estab-
lished.  The inclusion of Chicanas into the center of the associa-
tion and the challenging of sexism and misogyny should be
viewed an ongoing process and an ongoing commitment to which
NACCS has dedicated itself.

Furthermore, there have been incidents throughout the 
history of NACCS in which gay and lesbian members have been
attacked and isolated.  At the 1990 national meeting in Albu-
querque, many of us faced our own homophobia and others made
the decision to coming out to support our community and create
the Lesbian Caucus.  As a result, NACCS lost some but gained
many others.

In 1996 the Coordinating Committee accepted the proposals
of Sacramento ('97) and Mexico City ('98) as national meeting
sites.  Luis Torres, who at the time sat as the Ex-Officio General
Coordinator of NACCS, pointed out that while the NACCS gen-
eral body and Coordinating Committee chose in 1993 to boycott
Colorado as the 1994 site, due to the passage of Amendment Two
(an anti-gay ballot proposition), the Coordinating Committee and
the membership chose to accept the sites of a state and country
that had anti-immigrant and anti-gay policies.  Later, the 1997-98
Coordinating Committee selected Texas as a national meeting
site, despite its anti-sodomy laws.

In 1993, the general body approved a resolution boycotting
Colorado and any other community with anti-gay legislation as a
possible site for the 1994 NACCS national meeting.  The resolu-
tion stated, “Be it resolved that NACS opposes any proposal set
forth to host the 1994 NACS conference in the state of Colorado
and in any other community that has anti-lesbian/gay civil rights
legislation.”  Amendment Two was struck down by the courts and

never went into effect.  After the crucial court decision, the
NACCS Coordinating Committee was approached again and
asked to reconsider Colorado’s proposal.  The Coordinating Com-
mittee (which consisted of Luis Torres, General Coordinator;
Lupe Gallegos, Ex-Offico General Coordinator; Lupe Friaz,
Pacific Northwest; María Soldatenko, Southern California; Irene
Campos Carr, Midwest; Miguel Acosta, Rocky Mountain; Lupe
San Miguel, Texas; Juan Manuel Sandoval, México; Juan Diego
Montemayor, Northern California; Andres Jimenez, COMPAS;
Debbie Vargas, Lesbian Caucus; Ma. Dolores Gonzales
Velasquez, Chicana Caucus; Steve Magallan and Jennifer
Fresquez, Student Caucus) refused to reconsider the proposal and,
since there were no others, the 1994 conference was cancelled.

The 2000-2001 NACCS Coordinating Committee would like
to apologize for the refusal by the 1993-1994 Coordinating Com-
mittee to not accept Colorado’s proposal after it became clear that
the amendment would not go into effect.  We also apologize for
the resulting double standard as it has applied to boycotts (or lack
thereof) of future sites.  NACCS has since issued a statement of
self-criticism for its lack of clarity regarding the practice of boy-
cotting (see Noticias de NACCS Fall 1998), and we hope that that
statement can serve as the basis for a set of guidelines to be voted
on by the general membership as an appendix to the NACCS
bylaws.

The current statement is issued partly in response to the reso-
lution passed in 2000 at the Portland national meeting:  “There-
fore, be it resolved that: NACCS coordinating committee, on
behalf of the organization, will undertake to bring closure to the
issue of double standards by writing a letter to the focos of Col-
orado and Arizona acknowledging past injustices and apologizing
for such practices; NACCS will publish this letter in the NACCS
Noticias; NACCS will establish guidelines to inform future
actions of the organization regarding boycotts or other punitive
actions to ensure fairness in the consideration of such actions.”  

S P E C I F I C A L LY  T O  A R I Z O N A  A N D  C O L O R A D O

M E M B E R S  O F  N A C C S :

The current Coordinating Committee of NACCS recognizes
the deep inconsistency of its boycotts of Arizona and Colorado
conference sites and regrets the pain and detrimental effects of
these boycotts.  In part, these actions resulted from the lack of an
explicit policy regarding how NACCS should address political
issues affecting local conference sites.  The current Coordinating
Committee considers the boycotts of Arizona and Colorado con-
ference sites to have been mistaken for the following reasons.

First, decisions about how to respond to political issues at the
local level (e.g., Colorado’s Amendment Two and Arizona’s deci-
sion not to honor Martin Luther King Jr. Day) should be made in
consultation with regional FOCOs and conference site committees.

Second, in both of these cases, NACCS passed up opportuni-
ties to engage proactively with these issues.  By holding confer-

NACCS Statement of Self-criticism and Apology
by 2000-2001 NACCS CC
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ences in Arizona and Colorado, NACCS could have drawn atten-
tion to the political battles of local communities and could have
provided a chance for its membership to learn from the communi-
ties struggling in those venues.

Third, while boycotts are an acceptable form of political
action, they should not be a course of first resort.  We believe that

NACCS should seize opportunities to creatively engage with

political issues at the local level, turning them into education

opportunities for its membership.  This would be a proactive,

rather than reactive policy for dealing with situations such as

those encountered with regard to Arizona and Colorado.

INCOME 31-Dec-99 31-Dec-00 31-May-O1

Donations $851 $688 $577
Book Royalties $56 $0 $0
FOCO Conference Income $9,406 $19,850 $13,050
Interest Income $1,915 $2,312 $1,066
Membership Fees* $19,327 $21,302 $8,405
Newsletter $1,650 $2,370 $0
Other Income (Book sales, T-shirt sales, etc.) $2,880 $465 $365
TOTAL INCOME $36,085 $46,987 $23,463

EXPENSE

Bank Charges $420 $501 $667
Bad Debt (returned checks & rejected credit cards) $1,240
Caucus $0 $99 $0
Copies $0 $139 $78
Entertainment so so $0
Mailing, Shipping& Stamps $2,245 $2,566 $157
Membership Rebates $0 $425 $45
NACCS Resolutions' $265 $0 $0
NACCS Scholars & Premios $819 $276 $700
Newsletter $10,177 $6,639 $5,549
Office Expense $493 $1,004 $240
Office Supplies $0 $681 $3
Payroll $0 $0 $0
Professional Fees $0 $0 $1,000
Program Development $646 $0 $0
Publishing Expense (Non-newsletter) $5,165 $4,275 $0
Transportation & Lodging $7,272 $13,082 $0
Volunteer Development $26 $0 $0
TOTAL EXPENSE $28,114 $29,687 $9,679

INCREASE/DECREASE IN NET ASSETS $7,970 $17.300 $13,784

Transferred to San Antonio FOCO ($5.000) $0 $0
Transferred to NCal FOCO ($963) $0 $0
4th Quarter San Antonio loan payment** $10,000 $0 $0
Transferred to Eastern Washington FOCO ($10,000) $0
Transferred from Eastern Washington POCO $10,000 $0
NET ASSESTS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR $62,897 $64,373 S81,673
NET ASSESTS AT END OF YEAR $64,904 $81,673 $95,457

NACCS-Business Office
Income Statement for the period ending 5/31/01

NACCS Statement of Self-criticism and Apology continued

*A $500 check was sent to Jeff Garcilozo-we only collected $235 in
donations. The balance was made up by NACCS.

**During the 4th quarter of 1999 the San Antonio FOCO returned the
conference checking account to the national office. The account con-

tained $19,406.16. Of this, $10,000 was repayment of the loan and
the balance $9,406.16 was proceeds from the conference. $5,989.00
will be coming from San Antonio.

***Estimate since checks #s 3045 thru 3053 we outstanding
































